
October 21, 2016 
 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear President Obama, 
 
We write to you as a coalition of United States Mayors representing cities that have declared their support 
for the Standing Rock Sioux tribe against the Dakota Access Pipeline. The outpouring of support has been 
geographically widespread and historically significant, and is expected to continue to grow. We 
encourage other state and local governments to continue to come forward in support of the affected tribes 
and their treaty-protected cultural and natural resources.  
 
In light of the Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit’s denial of the tribe’s request for a temporary 
injunction, we applaud your Administration for again issuing a follow up statement affirming that the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will continue to deny authorization to construct the Dakota Access 
Pipeline on Army Corps land bordering or under Lake Oahe. We respectfully request that you take 
additional steps to compel the Army Corps to require a full environmental impact statement that includes 
thorough tribal consultation.  
 
As municipal governments, each of our cities had to weigh a number of sometimes competing interests—
economic, cultural, labor, and environmental—before declaring our support. At the end of the day, 
however, this project is harmful to not only the tribe’s cultural resources, but to an important federal 
natural resource. The project has also proved harmful to pipeline workers and their surrounding oil-
impacted communities. It also counters recent efforts made by your administration to consider long term 
climate change impacts and our movement away from fossil fuels. For these reasons and more, we have 
all come to the conclusion that there is no option other than to stand with the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.  
 
We appreciate the administration’s decision to reassess the way the federal government consults with 
tribes on these major infrastructure projects that have disproportionately impacted their lands and 
waterways. We hope that you identify ways to add components of accountability to the overall 
consultation process, and encourage the Administration to begin that process here and now by halting 
construction until a full environmental and cultural review has been completed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Mayor Edward B. Murray 
Seattle 

 
Mayor Eric Garcetti 
Los Angeles 

 

 
Mayor Charlie Hales 
Portland 

 
Mayor Jackie Biskupski 
Salt Lake City 

 
Mayor Paul Soglin 
Madison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


